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(57) ABSTRACT

This invention relates to a microstrip to slotline transition
circuit operating on two frequency bands, in which a first
filtering circuitis connected between a first portion of micros-
trip line and a first input/output port, said first circuit and the
portion of microstrip line being adapted to accept the frequen-
cies from a first frequency band and reject the frequencies of
a second frequency band, a second filtering circuit is con-
nected between a second portion of microstrip line and a
second input/output port, said second circuit and the portion
of microstrip line being adapted to accept the frequencies
from the second frequency band and reject the frequencies
from the first frequency band, and the slotline is sized to
provide an impedance that is substantially equal to the imped-
ance of an open circuit at the coupling zone between the
microstrip line and the slotline.
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1
DUAL-BAND MICROSTRIP-TO-SLOTLINE
TRANSITION CIRCUIT

This application claims the benefit, under 35 U.S.C. §119
of French Patent Application 1261943, filed Dec. 12, 2012.

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a microstrip-to-slotline transition
circuit operating on two different frequency bands. The
invention finds its application in the field of wireless systems
operating simultaneously on two frequency bands, such as
systems that operate according to the IEEE-802.11a/b/g/n
standard. According to this standard, a wireless system can
operate on a frequency band of around 2.4 GHz and on a
frequency band of around 5 GHz.

This invention therefore relates to a microstrip-to-slotline
transition circuit operating on two frequency bands, which
can be used, specifically, to feed slot antennas in wireless
radio communication systems.

TECHNOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

Wireless communication systems integrated into a gate-
way or a decoder are increasingly multi-mode and multi-
standard. They can function on at least two different fre-
quency bands. This therefore allows them to more effectively
use the spectrum of available frequencies and satisfy growing
needs for capacity and robustness. To meet these needs, in
wireless systems based on the IEEE-802.11a/b/g standard,
the usual solution is to use two radio bands at the same time,
the first operating on the 2.4 GHz band to transmit only data
and the second operating on the 5 GHz band to transmit only
video.

To allow both transmission channels to coexist in a single
device, both frequency bands must be isolated by about 40 dB
in the RF front-end circuitry, as is normally requested. The
most common solutions for providing the required isolation
are shown by solutions A, B, and C in FIG. 1.

Schematically, solution A consists of using two antennas,
marked Antenna #1 and Antenna #2, radiating in a relatively
narrow band. These antennas can be physically separated on
the device’s circuit board to allow maximum isolation. Each
antenna is connected to a specific processing circuit on ports
F1 and F2 and through a filter 1 or 2. Filters 1 and 2, which are
respectively a low pass filter for filter 1 and a high pass filter
for filter 2, in the shown embodiment, improve the isolation
between the two antennas. The main disadvantage of this
solution is its size, which is not acceptable for dual-band
MIMO systems that require multiple antennas.

Solution B shows a broadband antenna, marked A3, which
is connected by a single transmission line to a diplexer 3 used
for separating the two bands and transmit them to the pro-
cessing circuit by means of input/output ports F1 and F2. This
solution is less cumbersome than solution A. However, the
design of the broadband antenna is more difficult, and the 40
dB isolation is obtained by filters, which are more complex to
achieve than the filters in solution A.

In solution C, a broadband antenna A4 is also used, but in
this case, the antenna is connected by two access lines to the
diplexer. At the two access terminals F1, F2, an isolation of
about 15 to 20 dB can be obtained, which reduces the con-
straints on filtering.

In aknown manner, a broadband antenna can be realized by
using a slot antenna, such as a TSA antenna (tapered slot
antenna) or Vivaldi antenna. As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, a
Vivaldi antenna is realized on a substrate S equipped with a
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ground plane formed by a metal layer in which is etched a slot
10 whose ends open out toward the edges of the substrate.
This slot 10 can be fed by a microstrip line 11 on the substrate
at a predetermined distance from the ground plane. This
microstrip line 11 extends from an input/output port P1 and
crosses the slot 10 substantially perpendicular to said slot, as
shown in FIG. 2. In this case, the Vivaldi antenna is fed by
electromagnetic coupling along a microstrip/slotline transi-
tion circuit, known as a Knorr transition. To achieve the
solution C described above, one can feed a Vivaldi type slot
antenna 10 with two microstrip lines 12, 13 crossing the
slotline extending the Vivaldi antenna into two different cou-
pling zones, as shown in FIG. 3. A slot antenna, such as what
is shown in FIG. 3, was described in the patent application
published under no. WO 06/108567. To obtain proper isola-
tion between the two input/output ports P'1 and P'2 and nor-
malized impedance at the coupling zones to allow the Vivaldi
antenna to operate on two bands, specific dimensions
between the microstrip lines 12, 13 and the coupling zone
must be respected, as described in the application mentioned
above.

The solutions described above have a certain number of
disadvantages. Solution B, which involves cascading a con-
ventional microstrip-to-slotline transition, as described with
reference to FIG. 2, with a diplexer, causes an increase in
insertion losses, namely insertion losses due to the Knorr
transition and insertion losses due to junctions shared with the
diplexer.

With regard to solution C, it is complicated to implement
because it is based on the use of multiple quarter-wave and
half-wave lines, which leads to limitations in frequency band-
width and distance between bands.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Thus, this invention notably has the purpose of proposing a
microstrip-to-slotline transition circuit operating on two fre-
quency bands that allows a broadband antenna to operate on
two distinct frequency bands in a simple structure that limits
insertion losses as much as possible.

Another purpose of the invention is to propose a micros-
trip-to-slotline transition circuit that can be achieved in a
low-cost technology.

Thus, the invention relates to a microstrip-to-slotline tran-
sition circuit operating on two frequency bands, said circuit
comprising:

a substrate equipped with a ground plane,

a microstrip line on said substrate at a determined distance
from the ground plane between a first and second input/
output port,

a slotline in the ground plane crossing said microstrip line
in a zone called a transition circuit coupling zone,

said microstrip line comprising a first portion of microstrip
line to transmit a signal from a first frequency band
between the first input/output port and the coupling zone
and a second portion of microstrip line to transmit a
signal from a second frequency band between the sec-
ond input/output port and the coupling zone,

said slotline comprising a first portion of slotline to trans-
mit said signal between the coupling zone and a third
input/output port and a second portion of slotline
extending the slotline beyond the coupling zone,

characterised in that a first filtering circuit is connected
between the first portion of microstrip line and the first input/
output port, said first filtering circuit and said first portion of
microstrip line being adapted to accept the frequencies of the
first frequency band and reject the frequencies of the second
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frequency band, and characterised in that a second filtering
circuit is connected between the second portion of microstrip
line and the second input/output port, said second filtering
circuit and said second portion of microstrip line being
adapted to accept the frequencies of the second frequency
band and reject the frequencies of the first frequency band, the
second portion of slotline providing an impedance that is
substantially equal to the impedance of an open circuit in the
coupling zone in a frequency band covering the first and
second frequency bands.

According to one embodiment of this invention, the first
filtering circuit and the first portion of microstrip line are
adapted to provide the microstrip line in the coupling zone an
impedance that is substantially equal to the impedance pro-
vided by the second portion of slotline in the first frequency
band and an impedance that is substantially equal to a short-
circuit impedance for the second frequency band, and the
second filtering circuit and the second portion of microstrip
line are adapted to provide the microstrip line in the coupling
zone an impedance that is substantially equal to the imped-
ance provided by the second portion of slotline in the second
frequency band and an impedance that is substantially equal
to a short-circuit impedance for the first frequency band.

Preferably, the first filtering circuit is a low pass filter, and
the second filtering circuit is a high pass filter, or vice versa.

According to another embodiment, the first and second
filtering circuits are band-pass filters or band-stop filters
whose cut-off frequencies correspond respectively to the first
and second frequency bands. The first and second frequency
bands correspond respectively to the frequency band of
around 2.4 GHz and the frequency band of around 5 GHz, to
be usable in multi-standard multi-mode terminals adapted to
the IEEE 802.11a/b/g/n standard.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other characteristics and advantages of the invention will
appear upon reading the description of different embodi-
ments, this description being realized with reference to the
enclosed drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1, already described, shows a block diagram of three
possible solutions for an antenna architecture in a multi-
standard multi-mode terminal.

FIG. 2, already described, is a top view of a Vivaldi type
broadband antenna fed by a microstrip-to-slotline transition
according to the Knorr principle.

FIG. 3, already described, is a top view of a Vivaldi type
slot antenna with two accesses, each using a microstrip-to-
slotline transition according to the Knorr principle.

FIG. 4 schematically shows a plan view and a cross sec-
tional view of a microstrip-to-slotline transition according to
the Knorr principle.

FIG. 5 is a chart illustrating the simulated transmission
response S (2.1) of the circuit in FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a schematic view of an embodiment of the micros-
trip-to-slotline transition circuit in accordance with the
present invention.

FIG. 7 is a schematic view of a low pass filter and charts
illustrating the simulated transmission and return responses
of said filter and its Smith chart.

FIG. 8 is a schematic view of a high pass filter and charts
illustrating the simulated transmission and return responses
of the filter and its Smith chart.

FIG. 9 shows charts illustrating the simulated transmission
and return responses of the circuit in FIG. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A description will first be given, with reference to FIGS. 4
and 5, of a traditional Knorr type microstrip-to-slotline tran-
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sition circuit. Referring to FIG. 4, the transition circuit is
achieved on a substrate S equipped with a ground plane. It
includes a microstrip line 20 and a slotline 21 etched into the
ground plane, the microstrip line having a predetermined
distance from the ground plane, as can be seen on the cross
sectional view in FIG. 4. The microstrip line 20 terminates at
a first end 204 by an input/output port P1 and at a second end
204 by an open circuit OC. The slotline 21 terminates at a first
end 21a by a short circuit CC and at a second end 205 by an
input/output port P2. Port P1 is connected to a transmission
system, and port P2 is connected to a slot antenna. As shown
in FIG. 4, the microstrip line 1 extends substantially perpen-
dicular to the slotline 2, and the two lines cross in an area
called a coupling zone Z of the transition circuit. Said cou-
pling zone is therefore comprised by the portion of microstrip
line covering the portion of slotline at the crossing of the two
lines. Therefore, the transfer of energy from port P1 to port P2
is carried out by the electromagnetic coupling of said portions
of microstrip line and slotline located in the coupling zone.

To obtain the optimal electromagnetic coupling conditions
between the microstrip line 20 and the slotline 21, the portion
L2 of microstrip line between the coupling zone and the end
2054 of the microstrip line must provide a short circuit in the
transition zone Z while the portion [.1 of slotline between the
end 21a and the coupling zone should provide an open circuit
in the transition zone Z. For this purpose, the length of the
portion [.2 must be substantially equal to Am/4, where Am is
the guided wavelength in the microstrip line associated with
the operating frequency of the transition circuit, while the
length of L1 must be substantially equal to Af/4, where Af is
the guided wavelength in the slotline associated with the
operating frequency of the transition circuit. Finally, the line
portions between ports P1 or P2 and the transition zones have
the function of providing ports P1 and P2, respectively, an
impedance close to that of ports P1 and P2, namely generally
an impedance of 50 ohms for port P1 and about 80-100 ohms
for port P2.

The transition circuit as shown in FIG. 4 was simulated
using as a substrate a substrate whose base materials FR4
have a thickness of 1.4 mm. This type of transmission was
simulated to operate in a WiFi band of around 5 GHz. The
results obtained in FIG. 5, which shows the transmission
response from the transition in FIG. 4, shows a very broad
bandwidth of about 6 GHz.

In FIG. 6, a diagram is shown of a dual-band microstrip-
to-slotline transition circuit according to one embodiment of
this invention. In accordance with this invention, the micros-
trip-to-slotline transition circuit operating in two frequency
bands comprises a microstrip line of which each end is con-
nected at the transition plane to a filtering circuit, each filter-
ing circuit accepting a frequency band but rejecting the fre-
quency band of the other filter, all while meeting the coupling
conditions according to the Knorr principle. Thus, as shown
in FIG. 6, amicrostrip line 30 is shown with a firstend 305 and
a second end 30aq, this line being achieved on a substrate
equipped with a ground plane, as in the case of the transition
shown in FIG. 4. The microstrip line is located at a determined
distance from a slotline 31 realized in the ground plane of the
substrate. The slotline 31 has a short-circuit end 31a and
another end 315 connected to an input/output port P30 to feed
a slot antenna such as a Vivaldi antenna, which is not shown.
The coupling between the microstrip line 30 and the slotline
31 is realized in the coupling zone in the manner described
with reference to FIG. 4. As shown in FIG. 6, the end 30a of
the microstrip line is connected by means of a first filter 32 to
an input/output port P10, while the other end 305 of the
microstrip line 30 is connected through a second filter 33 to a
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second input/output port P20. As shown in FIG. 6, the filter 32
is a filter with a low-pass response, while the filter 33 is a filter
with a high-pass response. The two filters 32 and 33 actually
form a diplexer. On the other hand, the short-circuit end 31a
of the slotline is located at a distance [.'1 from the coupling
zone between the slotline and the microstrip line. Thus, the
structure shown in FIG. 6 forms a diplexer whose junction
line directly feeds a tapered slot or Vivaldi type slot antenna
through a microstrip-to-slotline transition. However, for this
transition to perfectly meet the conditions of a Knorr type
coupling, in order to obtain the lowest possible insertion
losses when signals are transmitted at the same time from one
port to the other port, namely from port P10 to port P30 or
from port P20 to port P30, the following conditions must be
met:

Filter 32 must have at junction A a short circuit in the
bandwidth of filter 33.

Inversely, filter 33 must have at junction B a short circuit in
the bandwidth of filter 32.

Finally, the short-circuit slotline must have an open circuit
at the junction in a frequency band that covers both frequency
bands of the filters.

This is obtained by adjusting the length [.'1 of the slotline
so that it is equivalent to the length Af/4 at the central fre-
quency of the entire frequency band.

Multiple simulations have been carried out using the Agi-
lent/ ADS simulation software.

Thus, in FIG. 7, a low-pass filter is shown, namely a low-
pass elliptical filter according to the ADS model, which
accepts the 2.4 GHz frequency band but rejects the 5 GHz
frequency band of more than 30 dB. During the simulation, a
transmission line was added, and its length was adjusted in
order to obtain the short circuit required in the 5 GHz band.
The result is given on the Smith chart shown on the right in
FIG. 7. The diagram in the middle shows, based on the fre-
quency, the transmission and reflection curves demonstrating
the low-pass operation of the elliptical filter.

InFIG. 8, a high-pass elliptical filter is shown, according to
the ADS model, which accepts the 5 GHz frequency band but
rejects the 2.4 GHz frequency band of more than 30 dB. In this
case, as before, the response from the Smith chart shows that
the filter is short circuited in the 2.4 GHz band, and the
diagram in the middle provides, based on the frequency, the
transmission curve and the reflection curve demonstrating the
operation of the high-pass filter.

Simulations have also been carried out on the microstrip-
to-slotline transition circuit, as shown in FIG. 7. In this case,
the length L1 of the short-circuit slotline is Af/4, where Afis
the wavelength at a frequency of about 4.5 GHz. The imped-
ance at the input/output port P30, which is the feed port of the
slot antenna, is 90 ohms, while the impedances at the input/
output ports P10 and P20 are 50 ohms. In FIG. 9, the simu-
lated responses from the microstrip-to-slotline transition are
shown, including the following two paths, namely the path
going from the input/output port P10 to the input/output port
P30 and the path going from the input/output port P20 to the
input/output port P30. Note that the insertion losses in each of
the bandwidths are remarkably low and that the impedance at
each input port matches the given impedance, with low reflec-
tion losses of less than 15 dB in both WiFi bands, namely the
2.4 GHz band and the 5 GHz band. Additional, each comple-
mentary band has an attenuation of at least 40 dB.

According to another embodiment, the low-pass filters and
high-pass filters can be replaced by band-pass or band-stop
filters whose cut-off frequencies correspond respectively to
the first and second frequency bands.
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Thus, the microstrip-to-slotline transition circuit operating
in two distinct frequency bands has a certain number of
advantages. This transition circuit is easy and simple to real-
ize. It is more compact, the resulting size depending mainly
on the size of the filters. The constraints due to the character-
istics of the two frequency bands in terms of bandwidth and
isolation are low. The limitations mainly come from the Knorr
type transition bandwidth. The insertion losses are very low,
due to the direct feeding of the antenna from the common
junction point of the diplexer.

The invention claimed is:

1. A microstrip-to-slotline transition circuit operating on
two frequency bands, said circuit comprising:

a substrate equipped with a ground plane,

a microstrip line on said substrate at a determined distance
from the ground plane between a first and second input/
output port,

a slotline in the ground plane crossing said microstrip line
in a zone called a transition circuit coupling zone,

said microstrip line comprising a first portion of microstrip
line to transmit a signal from a first frequency band
between the first input/output port and the coupling zone
and a second portion of microstrip line to transmit a
signal from a second frequency band between the sec-
ond input/output port and the coupling zone,

said slotline comprising a first portion of slotline to trans-
mit said signal between the coupling zone and a third
input/output port and a second portion of slotline
extending the slotline beyond the coupling zone,
wherein a first filtering circuit is connected between the

first portion of microstrip line and the first input/
output port, said first filtering circuit and said first
portion of microstrip line being adapted to accept the
frequencies of the first frequency band and reject the
frequencies of the second frequency band, and
wherein a second filtering circuit is connected
between the second portion of microstrip line and the
second input/output port, said second filtering circuit
and said second portion of microstrip line being
adapted to accept frequencies of the second frequency
band and reject the frequencies of the first frequency
band,

the second portion of slotline providing an impedance that
is substantially equal to the impedance of an open circuit
in the coupling zone in a frequency band covering the
first and second frequency bands.

2. A circuit according to claim 1, wherein the first filtering
circuit and the first portion of microstrip line are adapted to
provide, on the microstrip line in the coupling zone, an
impedance that is substantially equal to the impedance pro-
vided by the second portion of slotline for the first frequency
band and an impedance that is substantially equal to a short-
circuit impedance for the second frequency band.

3. A circuit according to claim 1, wherein the second fil-
tering circuit and the second portion of microstrip line are
adapted to provide, on the microstrip line in the coupling
zone, an impedance that is substantially equal to the imped-
ance provided by the second portion of slotline for the second
frequency band and an impedance that is substantially equal
to a short-circuit impedance for the first frequency band.

4. A circuit according to claim 1, wherein the first filtering
circuit is a low-pass filter and the second filtering circuit is a
high-pass filter.

5. A circuit according to claim 1, wherein the first filtering
circuit is a high-pass filter and the second filtering circuit is a
low-pass filter.
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6. A circuit according to claim 1, wherein the first and
second filtering circuits are band-pass filters or band-stop
filters whose cut-off frequencies correspond respectively to
the first and second frequency bands.

7. A circuit according to claim 1, wherein the first and
second frequency bands correspond respectively to the fre-
quency band of around 2.4 GHz and the frequency band of
around 5 GHz.

8. A wireless communication system comprising micros-
trip-to-slotline transition circuit operating on two frequency
bands, said circuit comprising:

a substrate equipped with a ground plane,

a microstrip line on said substrate at a determined distance
from the ground plane between a first and second input/
output port,

a slotline in the ground plane crossing said microstrip line
in a zone called a transition circuit coupling zone,

said microstrip line comprising a first portion of microstrip
line to transmit a signal from a first frequency band
between the first input/output port and the coupling zone
and a second portion of microstrip line to transmit a
signal from a second frequency band between the sec-
ond input/output port and the coupling zone,
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said slotline comprising a first portion of slotline to trans-
mit said signal between the coupling zone and a third
input/output port and a second portion of slotline
extending the slotline beyond the coupling zone,
wherein a first filtering circuit is connected between the
first portion of microstrip line and the first input/
output port, said first filtering circuit and said first
portion of microstrip line being adapted to accept the
frequencies of the first frequency band and reject the
frequencies of the second frequency band, and
wherein a second filtering circuit is connected
between the second portion of microstrip line and the
second input/output port, said second filtering circuit
and said second portion of microstrip line being
adapted to accept frequencies of the second frequency
band and reject the frequencies of the first frequency
band, the second portion of slotline providing an
impedance that is substantially equal to the imped-
ance of an open circuit in the coupling zone in a
frequency band covering the first and second fre-
quency bands.
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